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Racial Superiority or Exceptionalism
How the Qur'an Refutes the Chosen People Concept

¢ Rami Murtada

Lebanese seminary [Hawza] Student.

m Abstract

he concept of divine selection is one of the most influential ideas in shaping
Jewish religious and national identity. In their literature and practices, it has shifted
from a sense of divinely ordained and divinely ordained selection to one of racial
privilege and guaranteed salvation in the afterlife. The Holy Quran addresses this
misconception by acknowledging historical instances of divine favor and temporary
selection granted to the Children of Israel, while simultaneously refuting the
transformation of these into an exclusive right to closeness to God and salvation in
the afterlife. This study will examine the Quranic stance on this claim, which many
Jews have promoted and marketed throughout history, that they enjoy exclusive
divine selection, necessitating perpetual superiority and guaranteed salvation
solely based on lineage and affiliation. The study will demonstrate that the Holy
Quran dismantles this claim through a comprehensive methodology.

Keywords:
Children of Israel, Chosen People, Jews, Racial Exceptionalism.
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